





























Since we are both physicians, we have been following the details of the COVID-
19 outbreak closely. My husband was researching the anti-viral drug remdesivir
this morning, and he came across some articles from Chinese studies that
indicated a very well-known drug called hydroxychloroquine (already widely
used for 70 years to treat malaria and rheumatological diseases) had very
potent activity against COVID-19 infection and pneumonia. This was rather
surprising to us, but as we read about the study and the characteristics of
hydroxychloroguine, we realized that this could be a very good drug to use for the
treatment of high-risk patients infected with COVID-19, who might deteriorate
rapidly and progress to hospitalization and need for ICU care. Remdesivir also
seems like an excellent anti-viral drug, but it is given intravenously, and is
probably reserved for COVID-19 patients who are already entering into severe
respiratory distress in the hospital.

Hydroxychloroquine, on the other hand, is given orally, and is cheap and readily
available.

Low doses (6.5 mg / kg) have been effective in the management of Systemic
Lupus Erythematosus and Rheumatoid Arthritis. 200 mg tablets are usually
prescribed twice a day with meals; dosage can be increased up to the
recommended 6.5 mg/kg if the patient tolerates the lower dose. We wondered if
the low dose hydroxychloroquine would be able to be studied quickly in various
COVID-19 patients, especially those who are older and / or with medical
conditions that put them at higher risk for pneumonia and complications
(cardiovascular disease, chronic pulmonary disease, hypertension, diabetes,
etc.). In addition, hydroxychloroquine may even be a useful drug to prevent the
development of pneumonia in patients diagnosed with COVID-19.

Because hydroxychloroquine in an older drug that is generic, current
pharmaceutical companies have no incentive to do studies or research on its
effectiveness for any new medical conditions. Therefore, the federal
government would most likely have to construct and fund the studies. Perhaps
Dr. Fauci has already considered this kind of study with hydroxychloroquine.

We understand that vaccines are already being studied, and Israel is working on
an oral (pill) vaccine. Vaccines take time to go through testing and trials, which is
why we are suggesting to you that studies be done on hydroxychloroquine, a
readily-available oral drug that could “bridge the gap” to provide some potential
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Vollum Institute
Oregon Health & Science University
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Sincerely,
Jingyue

Jingyue Ju, Ph.D.

Samuel Ruben-Peter G. Viele Professor of Engineering

Professor of Chemical Engineering and Pharmacology

Director, Center for Genome Technology &Biomolecular Engineering
Columbia University

Northwest Corner Building, Room 1000M1

Phone:
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but if you could accept this invitation I think this can represent a real boost in the fight against
HIV epidemics in Spain, a field in which the Spanish AIDS Society is strongly committed.

It would we wonderful if we can have you as a speaker.

Best wishes

Jose Alcami

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk ok AV’SO LEGAL Fhkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk sk kkkkkkk Este mensaje

electrénico esta dirigido exclusivamente a sus destinatarios, pudiendo contener documentos
anexos de caracter privado y confidencial. Si por error ha recibido este mensaje y no se
encuentra entre los destinatarios, por favor no use, informe, distribuya, imprima o copie su
contenido por ningun medio. Le rogamos lo comunique al remitente y borre completamente el
mensaje y sus anexos. El Instituto de Salud Carlos Ill no asume ningun tipo de responsabilidad
legal por el contenido de este mensaje cuando no responda a las funciones atribuidas al
remitente del mismo por la normativa vigente.
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Pharmaceuticals, Inc. have the power and authority to enter into business dealings with any third party.
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use, review, copy, disclose, or disseminate confidential medical information. If you are not the intended
recipient, immediately advise the sender and delete this message and any attachments. Any distribution, or
copying of this message, or any attachment, is prohibited.
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The information contained in this message is intended only for the recipient, and may be a confidential attorney-client communication or may
otherwise be privileged and confidential and protected from disclosure. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, or an
employee or agent responsible for delivering this message to the intended recipient, please be aware that any dissemination or copying of
this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please immediately notify us by replying to the
message and deleting it from your computer. S&P Global Inc. reserves the right, subject to applicable local law, to monitor, review and
process the content of any electronic message or information sent to or from S&P Global Inc. e-mail addresses without informing the sender
or recipient of the message. By sending electronic message or information to S&P Global Inc. e-mail addresses you, as the sender, are

consenting to S&P Global Inc. processing any of your personal data therein.
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in the National Commission on Forensic Science and previously served as President of the
Medical Mycology Society of the Americas. He is currently the Chair the Board of Governors
of the American Academy of Microbiology. He has received numerous honors including
election to the American Society for Clinical Investigation, American Academy of Physicians,
American Academy of Microbiology, Fellow of the American Academy for the Advancement
of Science, American Academy of Arts and Sciences and the National Academy of Medicine.

Arturo Casadevall MD, PhD

Chair, Molecular Microbiology & Immunology
Alfred & Jill Sommer Professor and Chair
Bloomberg Distinguished Professor

Johns Hopkins School of Public Health

615 N. Wolfe Street

Room E5132

Baltimore, Maryland 21205
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e OPDIV/STAFFDIV key activities and workgroups (current and under
consideration) related to COVID-19 response (include activity/workgroup
leads, key purpose, timelines)

e OPDIV/STAFFDIV key areas of concern or challenges identified to
date

e OPDIV/STAFFDIV core competencies or other assets it can bring to
COVID-19 response efforts

We look forward to working with you on this critical effort to defend the nation’s health
care system. Thank you in advance for your support and participation.

Respectfully,

Bob Kadlec
ASPR
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