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2) Do you think the incubation period is 2-14 days?
Jon

Jonathan LaPook, M.D.

Chief Medical Correspondent, CBS News
Professor of Medicine

NYU Langone Health

Twitter (@DrLaPook
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We received excellent updates from WHO and from Professor Gao.

There was consensus for the GPMB to issue a statement supportive of countries’ (especially China) and
WHO response efforts, and to call for urgent actions to further strengthen global preparedness and
response to this outbreak.

Please find attached a draft GPMB Statement.

We ask that you please send us any feedback (preferably in track change mode) no later than 1700
Wednesday 29 January, Geneva time

Thank you very much.
Kinds regards,

Gro and As
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This email message is a private communication. The information transmitted, including attachments, is
intended only for the person or entity to which it is addressed and may contain confidential, privileged,
and/or proprietary material, Any review, duplication, retransmission, distribution, or other use of, or
taking of any action in reliance upon, this information by persons or entities other than the intended
recipient is unauthorized by the sender and is prohibited. If you have received this message in error,
please contact the sender immediately by return email and delete the original message from all
computer systems. Thank you.
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Tony,

As always, | am so grateful for the terrific access we have to you and, more importantly, to your brain. One more
question: how effective do you think these regular masks are — not the N95 ones but the masks you see people
wearing on the street. On the one hand, the virus is so small it could go right through the mask. On the other hand, it
might be effective in stopping droplets that contain virus. And in the Lancet article about the family cluster, the girl
who wore the mask did not get sick whereas the 10-year-old boy who did not wear the mask did get sick.

Please keep us in the loop about new developments!

Best,
Jon

Jonathan LaPook, M.D.

Chief Medical Correspondent, CBS News
Professor of Medicine

NYU Langone Health

Twitter (@DrLaPook
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top of that. what the concern globally is, the rapid sustained person-to-person-to-
person transmission, which is going on right now, certain to a great degree in china,
and the reason the w.h.o. declared this a public health emergency of international
concern is because in other countries outside of china, we're starting to see that
sustained transmission from person to person to person to person. that's the thing
you need to be concerned about. but right now the risk in the united states is still low.
but with the same breath i say that, i say we are taking this very, very seriously as
public health officials and scientists. >> brangham: in your press conference earlier
this week, you kept stressing the need for more information, for more data, for more
samples to come out of china. are you getting the cooperation and the information
and the sharing you need from chinese officials to best do your job? >> you know,
the answer is yes, but i think we can do better. if you compare the transparency
during the sars outbreak in 2002, everyone realized that they were egregiously non-
transparent and that delayed things a long time. that's different now. they really are
being open, but what we would like to see is the actual data and the patterns of
disease that are going on there ourselves, because what happens there will inform
us better as to what our policies will be here. so it looks like we're getting many that
direction. the w.hmm o. -- w.h.0. is getting a group put together to go there, hopefully
including us, that would actually take a first hand, on-the-ground look at the data. >>
brangham: there is a fair amount of modeling coming out of hong kong and other
parts of the world looking at the current spread and indicating that this may turn into
a real global pandemic. do you weave that's true, or do you still think it's too early to
make that call? >> no, i think you have to be realistic and say it is possible that it
could turn into a global pandemic. that's the reason why we're doing everything we
can to prevent that. i think to deny the possibility would be unrealistic. and that's the
reason why we're preparing for the worst. whether it's going to happen, we have no
way of predicting what the odds of that are. the chinese are doing rather dramatic
things to try and contain that within their own country. the idea of locking down 50
million people to prevent their from going in and out of certain areas is a very, very
dramatic way to try and containg-that. what we're doing here is the typical, classical
public health measure, trying the keep people who arenfected out of the country, and
then if someone does get in, to isolate them and to prevent them from infecting
others. hopefully those public health measures will work. but we still need to prepare
for the worst and we know we are taking this and the general public of the united
states and the world should know that we are taking this very, very seriously. >>
brangham: in just the short bit of time we have left, i imagine that this has got to be
difficult for you, dealing with these fears about handful of virus cases here in the u.s.
when we have another virus, the influenza virus, that has already sickened millions
of americans. that's taken 8,000 temperature's lives here in this country alone. how
do you help americans balance those concerns and risks over the fear of a virus
coming here versus the one we already have? >> well, i think we have been through
this many times in so many other situations. the fear of the unknown and what might
happen almost always supersedes the concern of something that actually is
happening and causing a lot of damage. and you're absolutely correct. we are in the
middle of a flu season, an we have more disease and death from flu than even, you
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